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Call to Order – Mira H. Mariano, PT, Ph.D., Board President 

 Welcome and Introductions 

 Mission of the Board 

 Emergency Egress Instructions  

Approval of Minutes (p. 4-16) 

 Board Meeting – May 11, 2023 

 Formal Administrative Hearing – May 11, 2023 

 Special Meeting – June 26, 2023 

Ordering and Approval of Agenda 

Public Comment  

The Board will receive public comment on agenda items at this time.  The Board will not receive comment on 
any pending regulation process for which a public comment period has closed or any pending or closed 
complaint or disciplinary matter. 

Agency Report – Arne Owens, Director 

Staff Reports 

 Executive Director’s Report – Corie E. Tillman Wolf, JD, Executive Director 

 Discipline Report – Melanie Pagano, Deputy Executive Director 

 Licensing Report – Sarah Georgen, Licensing and Operations Supervisor 

Board Counsel Report – Brent Saunders, Senior Assistant Attorney General 

Committee and Board Member Reports 

 Board of Health Professions Report – Rebecca Duff, PTA, DHSc 

 FSBPT Leadership Issues Forum Report - Mira H. Mariano, PT, Ph.D. 

Legislative and Regulatory Report – Erin Barrett, Director of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs 

 Report on Status of Regulations (p. 18) 

Board Discussion and Actions – Erin Barrett and Corie E. Tillman Wolf (p. 20-112) 

o Repeal of Guidance Document 

o 112-7, Board Guidance on Physical Therapists and Individualized Educational Plans in 
Public Schools 

o Adoption of Revisions to the Electronic Meeting Policy (Virginia Code § 2.2-3708.3) 

 
 

 

 Agenda 
Full Board Meeting  

 
August 10, 2023 
Board Room #2 

10:00 a.m. 
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o Consideration of Petition for Rule-making (Gianfortoni) 

o Review and Affirm Approval of Credentialing Agencies for Graduates of Non-Accredited 
Schools (18VAC112-20-50)  

New Business 

 Physical Therapy Apps – Licensee Question 

Elections 

Next Meeting – November 9, 2023 

Meeting Adjournment 

 

This information is in DRAFT form and is subject to change.  The official agenda and packet will be approved by the 
public body at the meeting and will be available to the public pursuant to the Code of Virginia.  



Approval of Minutes 
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The Virginia Board of Physical Therapy convened for a full Board meeting on Thursday, May 11, 2023, at 
the Department of Health Professions, Perimeter Center, 9960 Mayland Drive, 2nd Floor, Board Room #2, 
Henrico, Virginia. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mira H. Mariano, PT, PhD, President 
Arkena L. Dailey, PT, DPT, Vice-President* 
Tracey Adler, PT, DPT* 
Rebecca Duff, PTA, DHSc* 
Melissa Fox, PT, DPT* 
Elizabeth Locke, PT, PhD* 
Susan Szasz Palmer, MLS 

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 

None 

DHP STAFF PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING 

Erin Barrett, Director of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs 
Sarah Georgen, Licensing and Operations Supervisor 
Barbara Hodgdon, PhD, Deputy Director, Healthcare Workforce Data Center 
James Jenkins, RN, Agency Chief Deputy 
Laura Mueller, Senior Licensing Program Coordinator 
Matt Novak, Policy and Economic Analyst 
Arne Owens, Agency Director 
M. Brent Saunders, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Board Counsel
Yetty Shobo, PhD, Director, Healthcare Workforce Data CenterCorie Tillman Wolf, Executive Director

*Participant indicates attendance to count toward continuing education requirements

OTHER GUESTS PRESENT: 

Tom Bohanon, Virginia Physical Therapy Association 
Paige Roberts 
Edith Curry, Richard Knapp & Associates, PC 

CALL TO ORDER 

Dr. Mariano called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. and asked the Board members and staff to introduce 
themselves. 

Draft Minutes 
Full Board Meeting 

May 11, 2023 
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With seven Board members present at the meeting, a quorum was established. 

Dr. Mariano read the mission of the Board, which is also the mission of the Department of Health 
Professions. 

Dr. Mariano reminded the Board members and audience about microphones, computer agenda materials, 
breaks, sign-in sheets, and attendance for continuing education requirements.  

Ms. Tillman Wolf then read the emergency egress instructions.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Dr. Mariano opened the floor to any edits or corrections regarding the draft minutes for meetings held 
between October 25, 2022, and November 29, 2022, including a Board meeting and Formal Hearing held 
on November 1, 2022, Telephone Conference meetings held on October 25, 2022, and November 29, 2022, 
respectively.  

Ms. Tillman Wolf requested an edit to the Board Meeting minutes held on November 1, 2022. A correction 
was necessary on page six of the minutes under the “FSBPT Updates” to reflect Dr. Dailey’s attendance at 
the FSBPT Regulatory Training for Board Members held in August 2022.  

Upon a MOTION by Dr. Duff and properly seconded by Dr. Adler, the Board voted to accept the minutes 
as amended. The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

ORDERING OF THE AGENDA 

Dr. Mariano opened the floor to any additional items to add to the agenda. 

Upon a MOTION by Dr. Locke, and properly seconded by Dr. Dailey, the Board voted to accept the agenda 
as presented. The motion carried unanimously (7-0).  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

The Board did not receive any public comment.  

AGENCY REPORT  

Mr. Owens thanked the Board of Physical Therapy for their service to the profession. 

Mr. Owens highlighted the ongoing study commissioned by the Health Workforce Development Authority 
to identify workforce employment shortages in the Commonwealth. He provided an update to the Virginia 
Behavioral Health Transformation Plan, entitled “Right Help, Right Now” in which Mr. Jenkins would be 
participating over the next three years. 

Mr. Owens said that DHP was actively working to identify strategic efforts to increase employee 
engagement, overall satisfaction, retention, and recruitment. 
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Mr. Owens also spoke to the 2023 General Assembly and stated that DHP was preparing for the next session 
with a focus on the budget for the Fiscal Year 2024 to 2026 biennial years.  
 
With no questions, Mr. Owens concluded his report. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
2022 Workforce Reports – Physical Therapist and Physical Therapist Assistant – Yetty Shobo, PhD, 
Director, and Barbara Hodgdon, PhD, Deputy Director, Healthcare Workforce Data Center 
 
Dr. Shobo and Dr. Hodgdon provided the 2022 Workforce Reports for Physical Therapists and Physical 
Therapist Assistants.  
 
The Board discussed the workforce reports.  
 
Upon a MOTION by Dr. Dailey, properly seconded by Dr. Locke, the Board voted to accept the 2022 
Workforce Reports for Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist Assistants as presented. The motion 
carried unanimously (7-0).  
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Executive Director’s Report – Corie E. Tillman Wolf, J.D., Executive Director 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf welcomed Melanie Pagano as the new Deputy Executive Director and Florence Venable 
as the new Discipline Operations Supervisor for the Board. Ms. Tillman Wolf stated that Ms. Pagano was 
not in attendance at the meeting due to a prescheduled obligation. 
 
Board Updates 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf provided board updates, noting the end of the renewal cycle on December 31, 2022. She 
also noted that all Board forms were updated to reflect new legislation to remove questions related to mental 
health conditions or impairment.  
 
FSBPT Updates 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf provided updates on Board Member and staff participation in committees and workgroups 
through the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT). She reported that she participates in 
the Council of Board Administrators (CBA) Strategic Planning Task Force and Finance Committee. She 
also reported that Dr. Mariano participates in the Boundary Violations Committee and Dr. Dailey recently 
finished her appointment to the Ethics and Legislation Committee.  
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf reported on the upcoming FSBPT meetings to include the 2023 Annual Meeting scheduled 
for October 19-21, 2023, in Jacksonville, Florida, and the Leadership Issues Forum (LIF) meeting scheduled 
for July 14-16, 2023, in Alexandria, Virginia.  
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PT Compact Updates 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf provided updates to the PT Compact stating that in December 2022, the PT Compact 
Commission entered a Memorandum of Understanding with the FSBPT to formalize their linked 
relationship. She reported that the PT Compact will have ongoing staffing and financial support to ensure 
its future success.  
 
She reported on the ongoing compliance efforts from compact jurisdictions and noted Virginia’s continued 
compliance with PT Compact requirements.  
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf announced a PT Compact webinar on June 14, 2023, to promote the use of the Education 
Module by Physical Therapy and Physical Therapist Assistant Program Educators. 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf reported on the national status of the Physical Therapy Compact, including new states 
that have enacted legislation or have begun issuing privileges. She reported that thirty-four jurisdictions have 
passed legislation to join the Compact and that twenty-nine jurisdictions are currently issuing privileges.  
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf reported on the revenue generated by PT Compact privilege purchases to the Board since 
its enactment in 2020.  
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf provided information related to the active privileges in Virginia and the correlation of 
surrounding states for the mobility of licenses, noting that 588 active privileges were in Virginia as of May 
10, 2023. 
 
2023 Board Meetings 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf noted the remaining 2023 Board meeting dates. 
 

• August 10, 2023 
• November 9, 2023 

 
Notes and Reminders 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf provided reminders to Board Members to keep board staff informed of participation in 
committees or workgroups, as well as any travel needs for FBSPT participation as travel authorization is 
required.  
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf thanked the Board Members for their continued hard work and dedication. 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf answered questions from the Board regarding PT Compact privileges.  
 
With no further questions, Ms. Tillman Wolf concluded her report.  
 
Discipline Report 
 

7



Virginia Board of Physical Therapy 
Full Board Meeting 
May 11, 2023 
Page 5 of 9 
 

  

As of May 10, 2023, Ms. Tillman Wolf reported the following disciplinary statistics: 
 

• 33 Patient Care cases 
o 1 at Informal Conferences 
o 1 at Formal Hearing 
o 11 at Enforcement 
o 20 at Probable Cause 
o 0 at APD 

 
• 2 Non-Patient Care Cases 

o 0 at Informal 
o 0 at Formal 
o 1 at Enforcement 
o 1 at Probable Cause 
o 0 at APD 

 
• 4 cases at Compliance 

 
Ms. Tillman Wolf reported the following Total Cases Received and Closed: 
 

• Q3 2020 – 13/18 
• Q4 2020 – 7/6 
• Q1 2021 – 8/12 
• Q2 2021 – 12/19 
• Q3 2021 – 12/8 
• Q4 2021 – 20/7 
• Q1 2022 – 11/12 

• Q2 2022 – 9/8 
• Q3 2022 – 15/18 
• Q4 2022 – 3/10 
• Q1 2023 – 15/21  
• Q2 2023 – 13/18 
• Q3 2023 – 10/8 

 
With no questions, Ms. Tillman Wolf concluded her report. 
 
Licensure Report – Sarah Georgen, Licensing and Operations Supervisor 
 
Ms. Georgen presented licensure statistics that included the following information: 
 
Licensure Statistics – All Licenses 
 
Ms. Georgen presented licensure statistics that included the following information and trends in license 
count: 
 

License Q2 2023 Q3 2023 Change +/- 

Physical Therapist 10,022 8,878 -1,144 

Physical Therapist Assistant 4,093 3,615 -478 
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Total PT’s and PTA.’s 14,115 12,493 -1,622 

Direct Access Certification 1,427 1,437 +10 
 
Criminal Background Check Statistics 2022 
 
Ms. Georgen provided the Criminal Background Check statistics for 2022 that included the following 
information and trends since 2020:  
 

 PT PTA Total 

Total Applicants 737 227 964 

CBC Record Not Disclosed 4 4 8 

Self Disclosed 7 2 9 

Total Convictions 11 6 17 
 
Examination Statistics 
 
Ms. Georgen presented the Physical Therapist examination statistics from October 2022 to April 2023 
administrations and provided information on the examination trends.  
 
Ms. Georgen also presented the Physical Therapist Assistant examination statistics from October 2022 to 
April 2023 administrations and provided information on the examination trends. 
 
License Renewals 
 
Ms. Georgen provided information regarding the Board’s outgoing communications regarding licensure 
renewals provided in 2022. She provided the following information regarding the 2022 licensure renewals: 
 

License Renewed Not Renewed Renewed % 

Physical Therapists 8,400 1,242 87.12% 

Physical Therapist Assistants 3,456 511 87.12% 
 
Continuing Education Audit 
 
Ms. Georgen provided information regarding the continuing education audits conducted by the Board.  
 
Customer Satisfaction 
 
Ms. Georgen reported the customer satisfaction statistics for Q2 2022 to Q3 2023.  
 
Ms. Georgen summarized the written comments from the customer satisfaction survey sent to new licensees.  
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Call Trends 
 
Ms. Georgen provided a brief report on the call trends from 2019 to 2022. She stated that an average of 
5,500 calls are received by the Board each year. 
 
Updates for Expense Reimbursement Vouchers   
 
Ms. Georgen provided information on changes to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Standard Mileage Rate 
increase effective January 1, 2023. She provided information to the Board Members on using an optional 
Virginia Department of Accounts Remittance Electronic Data Interchange (REDI) system for pending 
deposit notifications. 
 
With no questions, Ms. Georgen concluded her report. 
 
BREAK 
 
The Board took a break at 11:13 a.m. and reconvened at 11:20 a.m. 
 
COMMITTEE AND BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Board of Health Professions Report – Rebecca Duff, PTA, DHSc 
 
Dr. Duff stated that the Board of Health Professions has not recently met and did not have a report to provide. 
 
With no questions, Dr. Duff concluded her report.  
 
FSBPT Ethics and Legislation Committee – Arkena Dailey, PT, DPT 
 
Dr. Dailey reported on her participation on the Ethics and Legislation Committee, as well as on the Boundary 
Violations Committee. She reported on the recent completion of updates to the model practice act by the 
Ethics and Legislation Committee.   
 
With no questions, Dr. Dailey concluded her report. 
 
FSBPT Boundary Violations Committee – Mira Mariano, PT, PhD 
 
Dr. Mariano reported that the Sexual Misconduct and Boundary Violations Committee was tasked with 
identifying barriers to reporting violations to regulatory boards. She said that the Committee was developing 
resource materials for stakeholder groups including patients, providers, and boards.  
 
Dr. Mariano answered questions from the Board regarding her report.  
 
With no further questions, Dr. Mariano concluded her report. 
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LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY REPORT 
 
Ms. Barrett provided an update on pending regulatory actions and the status of bills of interest in the General 
Assembly. The Board briefly discussed these updates.  
 
With no questions, Ms. Barrett concluded her report.  
 
BOARD DISCUSSION AND ACTIONS 
 
Adopt Revisions to Guidance Document 112-4, Board guidance on requirement for licensure for instructors 
in a physical therapy program 
 
Ms. Barrett provided an overview of suggested revisions to Guidance Document 112-4.  
 
Upon a MOTION by Dr. Dailey, properly seconded by Ms. Szasz Palmer, the Board voted to adopt the 
revisions to Guidance Document 112-4, Board guidance on requirements for licensure for instructors in a 
physical therapy program as presented. The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
Repeal of Guidance Document 112-11, Board guidance on functional capacity evaluations 
 
Ms. Barrett provided information to the Board regarding the recommendation to repeal Guidance Document 
112-11 made by the Laws and Regulations Committee. 
 
Upon a MOTION by Dr. Adler, properly seconded by Ms. Szasz Palmer, the Board voted to repeal Guidance 
Document 112-11, Board guidance on functional capacity evaluations as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously (7-0). 
 
Adopt Exempt Regulatory Action Pursuant to SB1005/HB2359 
 
Ms. Barrett provided information to the Board regarding proposed amendments to 18VAC112-20-121, 
Practice of dry needling, as a result of legislation enacted during the 2023 General Assembly Session to 
amend statutory language related to direct access (SB 1005/HB 2359). 
 
Upon a MOTION by Dr. Adler, properly seconded by Dr. Dailey, the Board voted to amend 18VAC112-
20-121 of the Board Regulations Governing the Practice of Physical Therapy as presented by exempt action, 
effective July 1, 2023. The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
Discussion – Updated Direct Access Patient Attestation and Medical Release Form – Effective July 1, 2023 
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf provided information to the Board regarding the updated direct access patient attestation 
and medical release form, effective July 1, 2023, to conform to the previously discussed legislative 
amendments to the statutory language related to direct access.  
 
Ms. Tillman Wolf answered questions from the Board notifications to licensees and website updates.  
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BOARD COUNSEL REPORT – M. Brent Saunders, Senior Assistant Attorney General 
 
Upon a MOTION by Dr. Dailey, the Board convened in a closed meeting pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(8) of 
the Code of Virginia for the purpose of consultation with legal counsel regarding specific legal matters 
requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, specifically the Henrico County Circuit Court 
proceedings in the matter of Scott Roberts, PT, and potential regulatory action relating to the performance 
of invasive and sensitive area procedures. She moved that Mr. Saunders, Ms. Tillman Wolf, Ms. Barrett, 
and Ms. Georgen attend the closed meeting because their presence in the closed meeting was deemed 
necessary and would aid the Board in its consideration of this topic. The motion carried unanimously (7-0). 
 
Having unanimously certified that the matters discussed in the preceding closed session met the requirements 
of § 2.2-3712 of the Code of Virginia, upon motion by Dr. Dailey, the Board reconvened in open session.  
 
BOARD MEMBER RECOGNITION 
 
Dr. Mariano recognized Dr. Adler and Dr. Dailey for their service and dedication to the Board of Physical 
Therapy from 2015 to 2023. She announced that their second terms would expire on June 30, 2023, and 
provided brief remarks on each of their incumbencies. Dr. Mariano presented Dr. Adler and Dr. Dailey with 
plaques to recognize their service.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting date is August 10, 2023. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Dr. Mariano announced that the Board would conduct one Formal Hearing following the meeting with Board 
Members Adler and Locke excluded.  
 
Dr. Mariano called for any objections to adjourn the meeting. Hearing no objections and with all business 
concluded, the meeting adjourned at 12:34 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Corie Tillman Wolf, J.D., Executive Director 
 
 
________________________________ 
Date 
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UNAPPROVED 

VIRGINIA BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

FORMAL ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING MINUTES 

 

May 11, 2023 Department of Health  

Professions Perimeter Center 

9960 Mayland Drive 

Henrico, Virginia 23233 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The formal hearing of the Board was called to order at 

1:06 p.m. 

  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mira H. Mariano, PT, PhD, Chair  

Arkena Dailey, PT, DPT 

Rebecca Duff, PTA, DHSc  

Melissa Fox, PT, DPT  

Susan Szasz Palmer, MLS, Citizen Member  

  

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: Tracey Adler, PT, DPT, CMTPT  

Elizabeth Locke, PT, PhD 

  

BOARD COUNSEL: M. Brent Saunders, Senior Assistant Attorney General 

  

DHP STAFF PRESENT: Sarah Georgen, Licensing and Operations Supervisor 

Corie Tillman Wolf, Executive Director 

Florence Venable, Discipline and Operations Supervisor 

  

COURT REPORTER: Juan Ortega Court Reporting 

  

PARTIES ON BEHALF OF 

COMMONWEALTH: 

Jennifer Challis, DHP, Senior Investigator 

Chris Bowers, Intake Admission Coordinator, Health 

Practitioners’ Monitoring Program 

  

MATTER: Ashley Duncan, PTA.  

License No.: 2305-203258 

 Case No.: 218758 

  

ESTABLISHMENT OF A 

QUORUM: 

With five (5) members present, a quorum was established. 
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DISCUSSION: Ms. Duncan did not appear before the Board in 

accordance with the Notice of Formal Hearing dated 

March 14, 2023. Ms. Duncan was not represented by 

counsel. 

 

The Board received evidence and sworn testimony on 

behalf of the Commonwealth regarding the allegations in 

the Notice. 

  

CLOSED SESSION: Upon a motion by Dr. Mira Mariano and duly 

seconded by Dr. Rebecca Duff, the Board voted to 

convene a closed meeting, pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(27) 

of the Code of Virginia, for the purpose of deliberation to 

reach a decision in the matter of Ashley Duncan, PTA. 

Additionally, she moved that Mr. Saunders, Ms. Venable, 

and Ms. Georgen attend the closed meeting because their 

presence in the closed meeting was deemed necessary and 

would aid the Board in its deliberations. 

  

RECONVENE: Having certified that the matters discussed in the 

preceding closed session met the requirements of §2.2-

3712 of the Code, the Board reconvened in open session. 

  

DECISION: Upon a motion by Dr. Mira Mariano and duly seconded 

by Dr. Rebecca Duff, the Board moved to Indefinitely 

Suspend Ashley Duncan's right to renew her license to 

practice as a Physical Therapist Assistant.  

 

The motion carried. 

  

VOTE: The vote was unanimous (5-0). 

  

ADJOURNMENT: The Board adjourned at 1:47 p.m. 

 

 

 

Corie Tillman Wolf, JD, Executive Director 

 

 

Date 
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UNAPPROVED 

VIRGINIA BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 

June 26, 2023 Department of Health  

Professions Perimeter Center 

9960 Mayland Drive 

Henrico, Virginia 23233 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The special meeting of the Board, convened for the 

purpose of determining the appropriate sanction to 

impose against Scott Roberts, P.T., based upon the 

Finding of Facts and Conclusions of Law upheld by the 

Henrico County Circuit Court in Case No. CL22-3001, 

was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 

  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mira H. Mariano, PT, PhD, Chair  

Tracey Adler, PT, DPT, CMTPT 

Melissa Fox, PT, DPT  

Elizabeth Locke, PT, PHD  

Susan Szasz Palmer, MLS, Citizen Member  

  

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: Arkena L. Dailey, PT, DPT  

Rebecca Duff, PT, DHSc 

  

BOARD COUNSEL: M. Brent Saunders, Senior Assistant Attorney General 

  

DHP STAFF PRESENT: Melanie Pagano, Deputy Executive Director 

Corie Tillman Wolf, Executive Director 

Florence Venable, Discipline Operations Supervisor 

  

COURT REPORTER: Colleen Gregory-Gettel, CTR, Veteran Reporting, Inc. 

  

PARTIES ON BEHALF OF 

COMMONWEALTH: 

Anne Joseph, Adjudication Consultant 

  

MATTER: Scott Jonathan Roberts, PT  

License No.: 2305-203258 

 Case Nos.: 203438, 210912 

  

ESTABLISHMENT OF A 

QUORUM: 

With five (5) members present, a quorum was established. 
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DISCUSSION: Mr. Roberts appeared before the Board in accordance 

with the Board’s notice dated May 18, 2023, and was 

represented by Richard J. Knapp, Esquire. 

 

The Board heard arguments on behalf of the parties. 

  

CLOSED SESSION: Upon a motion by Dr. Mira Mariano and duly seconded 

by Dr. Szasz Palmer, the Board voted to convene a closed 

meeting, pursuant to §2.2-3711(A)(8) of the Code of 

Virginia, for the purpose of deliberation to reach a 

decision in the matter of the appropriate sanction to 

impose against Scott Roberts, PT based upon the Finding 

of Facts and Conclusions of Law upheld by the Henrico 

County Circuit Court in Case No. CL22-3001. 

Additionally, she moved that Ms. Tillman Wolf, Ms. 

Pagano, Mr. Saunders, and Ms. Venable attend the closed 

meeting because their presence in the closed meeting was 

deemed necessary and would aid the Board in its 

deliberations. 

  

RECONVENE: After unanimously certifying that the matters discussed 

in the preceding closed session met the requirements of 

§2.2-3712 of the Code, the Board reconvened in open 

session. 

  

DECISION: Upon a motion by Dr. Adler and duly seconded by Dr. 

Fox, the Board moved to Indefinitely Suspend Scott 

Roberts’ license to practice Physical Therapy for not less 

than two years from the date of the Board’s March 15, 

2022 Order. 

 

The motion carried. 

  

VOTE: The vote was unanimous (5-0). 

  

ADJOURNMENT: The Board adjourned at 11:12 a.m. 

 
 

 

Corie Tillman Wolf, JD, Executive Director 

 

 

Date 
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Board of Physical Therapy 
Current Regulatory Actions 

As of July 6, 2023 
 
 
 

In the Governor’s Office 
 
None. 
 
In the Secretary’s Office 
 

 
At DPB/OAG 
 

 

* Date submitted for executive branch review      

Recently effective or awaiting publication 

None. 
 

VAC Stage Subject 
Matter 

Date 
submitted* 

Office; time in 
office Notes 

18VAC112-20 NOIRA Regulatory 
Reduction 11/2/2022 Secretary 

223 days 
Regulatory 
reduction action 

18VAC110-20 Fast-Track 
Changes to 
comply with 
Compact rules 

5/6/2022 Secretary 
311 days 

Changes to 
licensure for 
Canadian 
applicants to 
comply with 
Compact 
requirements 

VAC Stage Subject 
Matter 

Date 
submitted* 

Office; time in 
office Notes 

18VAC112-20 Exempt/ 
Final 

Exempt action 
to implement 
SB1005 and 
HB2359 

7/2/2023 OAG 
4 days 

Must be submitted 
to the Registrar by 
September 29, 
2023 to qualify as 
exempt 
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Agenda Item: Repeal of Guidance Document 112-7 
 
Included in your agenda package: 
 
 Guidance Document 112-7; and  

 
 Va. Code § 54.1-3482, updated July 1, 2023 by Chapters 136, 137, and 183 of the 2023 

Acts of Assembly. 
 

Staff Note: Due to the changes in direct access made by the General Assembly in the 2023 Session, 
this Guidance Document is no longer needed. 
 
Action needed: 
 

• Motion to repeal Guidance Document 112-7. 
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Guidance document:  112-7  Revised: February 15, 2022 
 
 

BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 
 

Physical Therapists in Public Schools and Direct Access 
 

The Board periodically receives questions regarding physical therapists in the school setting and the 
provisions related to direct access.  The Board refers to the direct access provisions of Virginia 
Code § 54.1-3482 (B) and (C), which state as follows: 
 

B. A physical therapist who has completed a doctor of physical therapy program 
approved by the Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education or 
who has obtained a certificate of authorization pursuant to § 54.1-3482.1 may 
evaluate and treat a patient for no more than 60 consecutive days after an initial 
evaluation without a referral under the following conditions: (i) the patient is not 
receiving care from any licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, 
podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed nurse practitioner practicing in accordance 
with his practice agreement, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the 
supervision of a licensed physician for the symptoms giving rise to the presentation 
at the time of the presentation to the physical therapist for physical therapy services 
or (ii) the patient is receiving care from a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, 
chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed nurse practitioner practicing in 
accordance with his practice agreement, or a licensed physician assistant acting 
under the supervision of a licensed physician at the time of his presentation to the 
physical therapist for the symptoms giving rise to the presentation for physical 
therapy services and (a) the patient identifies a licensed doctor of medicine, 
osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed nurse practitioner 
practicing in accordance with his practice agreement, or a licensed physician 
assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician from whom he is 
currently receiving care; (b) the patient gives written consent for the physical 
therapist to release all personal health information and treatment records to the 
identified practitioner; and (c) the physical therapist notifies the practitioner 
identified by the patient no later than 14 days after treatment commences and 
provides the practitioner with a copy of the initial evaluation along with a copy of 
the patient history obtained by the physical therapist. Treatment for more than 60 
consecutive days after evaluation of such patient shall only be upon the referral and 
direction of a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or 
dental surgery, a licensed nurse practitioner practicing in accordance with his 
practice agreement, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision of 
a licensed physician. A physical therapist may contact the practitioner identified by 
the patient at the end of the 60-day period to determine if the practitioner will 
authorize additional physical therapy services until such time as the patient can be 
seen by the practitioner. After discharging a patient, a physical therapist shall not 
perform an initial evaluation of a patient under this subsection without a referral if 
the physical therapist has performed an initial evaluation of the patient under this 
subsection for the same condition within the immediately preceding 60 days. 
 
C. A physical therapist who has not completed a doctor of physical therapy program 
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Guidance document:  112-7  Revised: February 15, 2022 
 
 

approved by the Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education or 
who has not obtained a certificate of authorization pursuant to § 54.1-3482.1 may 
conduct a one-time evaluation that does not include treatment of a patient without 
the referral and direction of a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, 
podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed nurse practitioner practicing in accordance 
with his practice agreement, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the 
supervision of a licensed physician; if appropriate, the physical therapist shall 
immediately refer such patient to the appropriate practitioner. 

 
The direct access provisions apply regardless of the setting of the physical therapist, including the 
school setting.  The direct access provisions are not limited by the nature of the services or 
evaluation, for example, whether the student is to be considered for or receive services pursuant to 
an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or a 504 Plan.   
 
The Board notes that Virginia Code § 54.1-3482(G) relates to the provision of physical therapy 
services without referral or supervision.  The language in subsection (G)(iii) refers only to students 
with IEP plans: 
 

G. However, a licensed physical therapist may provide, without referral or 
supervision, physical therapy services to … (iii) special education students who, by 
virtue of their individualized education plans (IEPs), need physical therapy services 
to fulfill the provisions of their IEPs… 

 

22



Code of Virginia 
Title 54.1. Professions and Occupations 
Subtitle III. Professions and Occupations Regulated by Boards within the Department of Health
Professions 
Chapter 34.1. Physical Therapy 
Article 1. General Provisions
   
§ 54.1-3482. Practice of physical therapy; certain experience and
referrals required; physical therapist assistants
  
A. It shall be unlawful for a person to engage in the practice of physical therapy except as a
licensed physical therapist, upon the referral and direction of a licensed doctor of medicine,
osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice registered
nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician
assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician, except as provided in this section.
  
B. A physical therapist who has completed a doctor of physical therapy program approved by the
Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education or who has obtained a certificate of
authorization pursuant to § 54.1-3482.1 may evaluate and treat a patient without a referral under
the following conditions: (i) the patient is not receiving care from any licensed doctor of
medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed
physician assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician for the symptoms giving
rise to the presentation at the time of the presentation to the physical therapist for physical
therapy services or (ii) the patient is receiving care from a licensed doctor of medicine,
osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice registered
nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician
assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician at the time of his presentation to
the physical therapist for the symptoms giving rise to the presentation for physical therapy
services and (a) the patient identifies a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic,
podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice registered nurse practicing in
accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed physician assistant acting under the
supervision of a licensed physician from whom he is currently receiving care; (b) the patient
gives written consent for the physical therapist to release all personal health information and
treatment records to the identified practitioner; and (c) the physical therapist notifies the
practitioner identified by the patient no later than 14 days after treatment commences and
provides the practitioner with a copy of the initial evaluation along with a copy of the patient
history obtained by the physical therapist.
  
C. A physical therapist who has not completed a doctor of physical therapy program approved by
the Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy Education or who has not obtained a
certificate of authorization pursuant to § 54.1-3482.1 may conduct a one-time evaluation that
does not include treatment of a patient without the referral and direction of a licensed doctor of
medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a licensed
physician assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician; if appropriate, the
physical therapist shall immediately refer such patient to the appropriate practitioner.
  
D. Invasive procedures within the scope of practice of physical therapy, except for the practice of
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dry needling, shall at all times be performed only under the referral and direction of a licensed
doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, a licensed advanced
practice registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a
licensed physician assistant acting under the supervision of a licensed physician. Nothing in this
section shall be construed to authorize a physical therapist in the practice of dry needling to fail
to comply with the provisions of § 54.1-2956.9.
  
E. It shall be unlawful for any licensed physical therapist to fail to immediately refer any patient
to a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, or a
licensed advanced practice registered nurse practicing in accordance with the provisions of §
54.1-2957 when such patient's medical condition is determined, at the time of evaluation or
treatment, to be beyond the physical therapist's scope of practice. Upon determining that the
patient's medical condition is beyond the scope of practice of a physical therapist, a physical
therapist shall immediately refer such patient to an appropriate practitioner.
  
F. Any person licensed as a physical therapist assistant shall perform his duties only under the
direction and control of a licensed physical therapist.
  
G. However, a licensed physical therapist may provide, without referral or supervision, physical
therapy services to (i) a student athlete participating in a school-sponsored athletic activity while
such student is at such activity in a public, private, or religious elementary, middle or high
school, or public or private institution of higher education when such services are rendered by a
licensed physical therapist who is certified as an athletic trainer by the National Athletic
Trainers' Association Board of Certification or as a sports certified specialist by the American
Board of Physical Therapy Specialties; (ii) employees solely for the purpose of evaluation and
consultation related to workplace ergonomics; (iii) infants and toddlers, from birth to age three,
who require physical therapy services to fulfill the provisions of their individualized services plan
under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. § 1431 et seq.) and
students with disabilities who require physical therapy services to fulfill the provisions of their
individualized education plan or physical therapy services provided under § 504 of the federal
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq.); (iv) the public for the purpose of wellness,
fitness, and health screenings; (v) the public for the purpose of health promotion and education;
and (vi) the public for the purpose of prevention of impairments, functional limitations, and
disabilities.
  
2000, c. 688;2001, c. 858;2002, cc. 434, 471;2003, c. 496;2005, c. 928;2007, cc. 9, 18;2015, cc. 724,
746;2018, c. 776;2021, Sp. Sess. I, c. 481;2023, cc. 136, 137, 183.
  
The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.
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Agenda Item: Adoption of revised policy on meetings held with electronic participation 
pursuant to statutory changes 
 
Included in your agenda package: 
 
 Proposed revised electronic participation policy;   

 
 Virginia Code § 2.2-3708.3     

 
Action needed: 
 

• Motion to revise policy on meetings held with electronic participation as presented.  
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Virginia Department of Health Professions 

Meetings Held with Electronic Participation 

 

Purpose: 
 
To establish a written policy for allowing electronic participation of board or committee 
members for meetings of the health regulatory boards of the Department of Health Professions or 
their committees. 
 
Policy: 
 
Electronic participation by members of the health regulatory boards of the Department of Health 
Professions or their committees shall be in accordance with the procedures outlined in this 
policy. 
 
Authority: 
 
This policy for conducting a meeting with electronic participation shall be in accordance with 
Virginia Code § 2.2-3708.3. 
 
Procedures: 
 

1. One or more members of the Board or a committee may participate electronically if, on 
or before the day of a meeting, the member notifies the chair and the executive director 
that he/she is unable to attend the meeting due to:  
 

a. a temporary or permanent disability or other medical condition that prevents the 
member’s physical attendance;  
 

b. a medical condition of a member of the member’s family requires the member to 
provide care that prevents the member’s physical attendance;  
 

c. the member’s principal residence is more than 60 miles from the meeting location 
identified in the required notice for such meeting; or  
 

d. the member is unable to attend to the meeting due to a personal matter and 
identifies with specificity the nature of the personal matter.  
 
No member, however, may use remote participation due to personal matters more 
than two meetings per calendar year or 25% of the meetings held per calendar 
year rounded up to the next whole number, whichever is greater. 
 

2. Participation by a member through electronic communication means must be approved 
by the board chair or president. The reason for the member’s electronic participation shall 
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2 
 

be stated in the minutes in accordance with Virginia Code § 2.2-3708.3(A)(4). If a 
member’s participation from a remote location is disapproved because it would violate 
this policy, it must be recorded in the minutes with specificity. 
 

3. The board or committee holding the meeting shall record in its minutes the remote 
location from which the member participated; the remote location, however, does not 
need to be open to the public and may be identified by a general description. 
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Code of Virginia 
Title 2.2. Administration of Government 
Subtitle II. Administration of State Government 
Part B. Transaction of Public Business 
Chapter 37. Virginia Freedom of Information Act
   
§ 2.2-3708.3. (Effective September 1, 2022) Meetings held
through electronic communication means; situations other than
declared states of emergency
  
A. Public bodies are encouraged to (i) provide public access, both in person and through
electronic communication means, to public meetings and (ii) provide avenues for public
comment at public meetings when public comment is customarily received, which may include
public comments made in person or by electronic communication means or other methods.
  
B. Individual members of a public body may use remote participation instead of attending a
public meeting in person if, in advance of the public meeting, the public body has adopted a
policy as described in subsection D and the member notifies the public body chair that:
  
1. The member has a temporary or permanent disability or other medical condition that prevents
the member's physical attendance;
  
2. A medical condition of a member of the member's family requires the member to provide care
that prevents the member's physical attendance;
  
3. The member's principal residence is more than 60 miles from the meeting location identified
in the required notice for such meeting; or
  
4. The member is unable to attend the meeting due to a personal matter and identifies with
specificity the nature of the personal matter. However, the member may not use remote
participation due to personal matters more than two meetings per calendar year or 25 percent of
the meetings held per calendar year rounded up to the next whole number, whichever is greater.
  
If participation by a member through electronic communication means is approved pursuant to
this subsection, the public body holding the meeting shall record in its minutes the remote
location from which the member participated; however, the remote location need not be open to
the public and may be identified in the minutes by a general description. If participation is
approved pursuant to subdivision 1 or 2, the public body shall also include in its minutes the fact
that the member participated through electronic communication means due to a (i) temporary or
permanent disability or other medical condition that prevented the member's physical
attendance or (ii) family member's medical condition that required the member to provide care
for such family member, thereby preventing the member's physical attendance. If participation is
approved pursuant to subdivision 3, the public body shall also include in its minutes the fact that
the member participated through electronic communication means due to the distance between
the member's principal residence and the meeting location. If participation is approved pursuant
to subdivision 4, the public body shall also include in its minutes the specific nature of the
personal matter cited by the member.
  
If a member's participation from a remote location pursuant to this subsection is disapproved
because such participation would violate the policy adopted pursuant to subsection D, such
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disapproval shall be recorded in the minutes with specificity.
  
C. With the exception of local governing bodies, local school boards, planning commissions,
architectural review boards, zoning appeals boards, and boards with the authority to deny,
revoke, or suspend a professional or occupational license, any public body may hold all-virtual
public meetings, provided that the public body follows the other requirements in this chapter for
meetings, the public body has adopted a policy as described in subsection D, and:
  
1. An indication of whether the meeting will be an in-person or all-virtual public meeting is
included in the required meeting notice along with a statement notifying the public that the
method by which a public body chooses to meet shall not be changed unless the public body
provides a new meeting notice in accordance with the provisions of § 2.2-3707;
  
2. Public access to the all-virtual public meeting is provided via electronic communication
means;
  
3. The electronic communication means used allows the public to hear all members of the public
body participating in the all-virtual public meeting and, when audio-visual technology is
available, to see the members of the public body as well;
  
4. A phone number or other live contact information is provided to alert the public body if the
audio or video transmission of the meeting provided by the public body fails, the public body
monitors such designated means of communication during the meeting, and the public body
takes a recess until public access is restored if the transmission fails for the public;
  
5. A copy of the proposed agenda and all agenda packets and, unless exempt, all materials
furnished to members of a public body for a meeting is made available to the public in electronic
format at the same time that such materials are provided to members of the public body;
  
6. The public is afforded the opportunity to comment through electronic means, including by way
of written comments, at those public meetings when public comment is customarily received;
  
7. No more than two members of the public body are together in any one remote location unless
that remote location is open to the public to physically access it;
  
8. If a closed session is held during an all-virtual public meeting, transmission of the meeting to
the public resumes before the public body votes to certify the closed meeting as required by
subsection D of § 2.2-3712;
  
9. The public body does not convene an all-virtual public meeting (i) more than two times per
calendar year or 25 percent of the meetings held per calendar year rounded up to the next whole
number, whichever is greater, or (ii) consecutively with another all-virtual public meeting; and
  
10. Minutes of all-virtual public meetings held by electronic communication means are taken as
required by § 2.2-3707 and include the fact that the meeting was held by electronic
communication means and the type of electronic communication means by which the meeting
was held. If a member's participation from a remote location pursuant to this subsection is
disapproved because such participation would violate the policy adopted pursuant to subsection
D, such disapproval shall be recorded in the minutes with specificity.
  
D. Before a public body uses all-virtual public meetings as described in subsection C or allows
members to use remote participation as described in subsection B, the public body shall first
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adopt a policy, by recorded vote at a public meeting, that shall be applied strictly and uniformly,
without exception, to the entire membership and without regard to the identity of the member
requesting remote participation or the matters that will be considered or voted on at the
meeting. The policy shall:
  
1. Describe the circumstances under which an all-virtual public meeting and remote participation
will be allowed and the process the public body will use for making requests to use remote
participation, approving or denying such requests, and creating a record of such requests; and
  
2. Fix the number of times remote participation for personal matters or all-virtual public
meetings can be used per calendar year, not to exceed the limitations set forth in subdivisions B 4
and C 9.
  
Any public body that creates a committee, subcommittee, or other entity however designated of
the public body to perform delegated functions of the public body or to advise the public body
may also adopt a policy on behalf of its committee, subcommittee, or other entity that shall apply
to the committee, subcommittee, or other entity's use of individual remote participation and all-
virtual public meetings.
  
2022, c. 597.
  
The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this
section(s) may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters
whose provisions have expired.
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Agenda Item: Consideration of Petition for Rulemaking 
 
Included in your agenda package: 
 
 Petition for rulemaking, which requests that the Board amend its regulations to define 

“invasive procedure,” specifically excluding the practice of pelvic floor therapy; and  
 

 Comments received via Town Hall in response to the petition. 
 

Staff Note: 91 comments were received on Town Hall in response to this petition. 43 are redacted 
entirely because they are not in response to the petition, but instead improperly comment on 
disciplinary matters before the Board, appeals of disciplinary decisions of the Board, refer to 
specific practitioners, or contain ad hominem attacks on Board members.  
 
47 of the remaining comments were in support of the petition, some of which contain redacted 
portions for the reasons stated above. None of the remaining comments were in opposition to the 
petition. 
 
Action needed: 
 

• Motion to either:   
o Deny the petition for rulemaking, specifying the reason(s) why; or   
o Accept the petition for rulemaking and initiating a Notice of Intended Regulatory 

Action. 
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91 comments

All good comments for this forum      Show Only Flagged

Back to List of Comments

Commenter: Dr. Joseph Gianfortoni, MD, FACOG

Support Defining Invasive Procedure and Define Pelvic Floor Therapy as Non-Invasive
Procedure
 
1. On November 1, 2022, The Board of Physical Therapy issued Guidance Document:112-14 - “Guidance on
Electromyography (“EMG”), Sharp Debridement, and Removal of Sutures, Staples, or Surgical Drains and the Prac�ce
of Physical Therapy,” that holds in relevant part:

Electromyography (“EMG”) EMG is an invasive procedure and requires referral and direc�on from a licensed
prac��oner, in accordance with Virginia Code § 54.1-3482.

Sharp Debridement Sharp debridement is an invasive procedure and requires referral and direc�on from a licensed
prac��oner, in accordance with Virginia Code § 54.1-3482.

Sutures, Staples, or Surgical Drains The removal of sutures or staples is an invasive procedure and requires referral
and direc�on from a licensed prac��oner, in accordance with Virginia Code § 54.1-3482.

2. On March 21, 2023, the Governor of Virginia approved unlimited direct access, to include dry needling, removing
the requirement for physical therapists to obtain a prescrip�on. Therefore, dry needling is no longer considered an
“invasive procedure” within the prac�ce of Physical Therapy

3. Va. Code §54.1-3482. Prac�ce of physical therapy; certain experience and referrals required; physical therapist
assistants states in relevant part:

D. Invasive procedures within the scope of prac�ce of physical therapy shall at all �mes be performed only
under the referral and direc�on of a licensed Doctor of Medicine, osteopathy, chiroprac�c, podiatry, or dental
surgery, a licensed nurse prac��oner prac�cing in accordance with the provisions of § 54.1-2957, or a
licensed physician assistant ac�ng under the supervision of a licensed physician.

4. 18 VAC l 12-20-170(B)(3) Confiden�ality and prac��oner-pa�ent communica�on provides in relevant part: B.
Communica�on with pa�ents

3. Before any invasive procedure is performed, informed consent shall be obtained from the pa�ent and
documented in accordance with the policies of the health care en�ty. Prac��oners shall inform pa�ents of
the risks, benefits, and alterna�ves of the recommended invasive procedure that a reasonably prudent
prac��oner in similar prac�ce in Virginia would tell a pa�ent. In the instance of a minor or a pa�ent who is
incapable of making an informed decision on his own behalf or is incapable of communica�ng such a decision
due to a physical or mental disorder, the legally authorized person available to give consent shall be informed
and the consent documented.

5. As of the date if this filing, the Virginia Board of Physical Therapy has promulgated no amendments to the
administra�ve code to define “invasive procedure” other than its November 2022 Guidance Document 112-14,
supra. See for example: Virginia Emergency Medical Services Regula�ons' defini�on of an "invasive procedure" is at
12VAC5-31-10 and the Virginia Board of Medicine's defini�on of “invasive procedure” is at 18VAC85-140-150(A)(3)(c).
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Board Discussion  
and Actions  

Review and Affirm Approval of Credentialing 
Agencies for Graduates of Non-Accredited 

Schools (18VAC112-20-50) 
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Virginia Administrative Code 
Title 18. Professional And Occupational Licensing 
Agency 112. Board of Physical Therapy 
Chapter 20. Regulations Governing the Practice of Physical Therapy  
  
Part II. Licensure: General Requirements  
18VAC112-20-50. Education requirements: graduates of schools not approved by
an accrediting agency approved by the board. 
A. An applicant for initial licensure as a physical therapist who is a graduate of a school not
approved by an accrediting agency approved by the board shall submit the required application
and fee and provide documentation of the physical therapist's certification by a report from the
FCCPT or of the physical therapist eligibility for licensure as verified by a report from any other
credentialing agency approved by the board that substantiates that the physical therapist has
been evaluated in accordance with requirements of subsection B of this section.
 
B. The board shall only approve a credentialing agency that:
 

1. Utilizes the FSBPT Coursework Evaluation Tool for Foreign Educated Physical Therapists, as
required to sit for FSBPT examination, and utilizes original source documents to establish
substantial equivalency to an approved physical therapy program;
 
2. Conducts a review of any license or registration held by the physical therapist in any country
or jurisdiction to ensure that the license or registration is current and unrestricted or was
unrestricted at the time it expired or was lapsed; and
 
3. Verifies English language proficiency by passage of the TOEFL and TSE examination or the
TOEFL iBT, the Internet-based tests of listening, reading, speaking, and writing or by review of
evidence that the applicant's physical therapy program was taught in English or that the native
tongue of the applicant's nationality is English.
 

C. An applicant for licensure as a physical therapist assistant who is a graduate of a school not
approved by the board shall submit with the required application and fee the following:
 

1. Proof of proficiency in the English language by passing TOEFL and TSE or the TOEFL iBT,
the Internet-based tests of listening, reading, speaking, and writing by a score determined by
the board or an equivalent examination approved by the board. TOEFL iBT or TOEFL and TSE
may be waived upon evidence that the applicant's physical therapist assistant program was
taught in English or that the native tongue of the applicant's nationality is English.
 
2. A copy of the original certificate or diploma that has been certified as a true copy of the
original by a notary public, verifying the applicant's graduation from a physical therapy
curriculum. If the certificate or diploma is not in the English language, submit either:
 

a. An English translation of such certificate or diploma by a qualified translator other than
the applicant; or
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b. An official certification in English from the school attesting to the applicant's attendance
and graduation date.
 

3. Verification of the equivalency of the applicant's education to the educational requirements
of an approved program for physical therapist assistants from a scholastic credentials service
approved by the board and based upon the FSBPT coursework tool for physical therapist
assistants.
 

D. An applicant for initial licensure as a physical therapist or a physical therapist assistant who is
not a graduate of an approved program shall also submit verification of having successfully
completed a 1,000-hour traineeship within a two-year period under the direct supervision of a
licensed physical therapist. The board may grant an extension beyond two years for
circumstances beyond the control of the applicant, such as temporary disability, officially
declared disasters, or mandatory military service.
 

1. The traineeship shall be in accordance with requirements in 18VAC112-20-140.
 
2. The traineeship requirements of this part may be waived if the applicant for a license can
verify, in writing, the successful completion of one year of clinical physical therapy practice as
a licensed physical therapist or physical therapist assistant in the United States, its territories,
the District of Columbia, or Canada, equivalent to the requirements of this chapter.
 

Statutory Authority
§§54.1-2400 and 54.1-3474 of the Code of Virginia.
 
Historical Notes
Derived from Virginia Register Volume 16, Issue 25, eff. September 27, 2000; amended, Virginia
Register Volume 20, Issue 24, eff. September 8, 2004; Volume 22, Issue 23, eff. August 23, 2006;
Volume 25, Issue 26, eff. September 30, 2009; Volume 29, Issue 21, eff. July 17, 2013; Volume 37,
Issue 14, eff. April 30, 2021.
 

108



Promoting Safety and Competence

Search Go

FSBPT Home About Us News & Events Free Resources Our Services Contact Us

Members Login Educators Login Customer Login

FreeFree
ResourcesResources

Acronyms A-Z

Continuing

Competence

Credentialing

Organizations

for Non-US

Candidates

Ethics Articles

Faculty

Newsletter

Foreign

Educated PTs

and PT

Assistants

FSBPT Forum

Credentialing OrganizationsCredentialing Organizations
Agencies for Non-US Educated Physical Therapists

If you are a non-US educated physical therapist, many states will require

you to go through the credentialing process before you are issued a

physical therapy license. Credentialing is also required in order to obtain

healthcare worker certification.

What is Credentialing?

Credentialing is a comparison of the foreign education curriculum to the

current US standards, and when appropriate, to previous standards to

match the year of graduation.

Below is a list of credentialing organizations for non-US candidates. These

agencies may be licensed to use FSBPT's coursework tools for foreign

educated physical therapists.

The Federation of State Boards of Physical TherapyThe Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy

Exam CandidatesExam Candidates LicenseesLicensees MembersMembers EducatorsEducators VolunteersVolunteers

The PublicThe Public
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Organizations Recognized by USCIS to Issue

Healthcare Worker Certificates:

Foreign Credentialing Commission on Physical Therapy (FCCPT)

124 West Street South, 3rd Floor

Alexandria, VA 22314, USA

Phone: (703) 684-8406*

Website: www.fccpt.org

*View the FCCPT Call Center Hours.

Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (CGFNS)

3600 Market Street, Suite 400

Philadelphia, PA 19104-2651, USA

Phone: (215) 349-8767*

Website: www.cgfns.org

*CGFNS call center hours of operation are Monday through Friday 8:00am

to 12:00pm, U.S. Eastern Time.

Organizations Licensed to use the FSBPT

Coursework Tool (CWT):

Foreign Credentialing Commission on Physical Therapy (FCCPT)

124 West Street South, 3rd Floor

Alexandria, VA 22314, USA

Phone: (703) 684-8406*

Website: www.fccpt.org

*View the FCCPT Call Center Hours.

International Consultants of Delaware, Inc. (ICD)

3600 Market Street, Suite 450

Philadelphia, PA 19104, USA

Phone: (215) 222-8454 Ext. 603*

Fax: (215) 349-0026
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Career Center Site Map Privacy Policy FSBPT® Home FSBPT Staff Home

Contact Us

FSBPT®

Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy

124 West Street South, Third Floor

Alexandria, VA 22314

PHONE

FAX

703-299-3100

703-299-3110

Copyright ©2023 All Rights Reserved.

Website: www.icdeval.com

*ICD Customer Service phone lines are open Monday through Friday from

12:30pm to 3:30pm, U.S. Eastern Time.

International Education Research Foundation, Inc. (IERF)

PO Box 3665

Culver City, CA 90231-3655, USA

Phone: (310) 258-9451

Fax: (310) 342-7086

Website: www.ierf.org
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Board of Physical Therapy
Approved Credentialing Providers

Foreign Credentialing Commission on Physical Therapy (FCCPT)
124 West Street, South, 3rd Floor
Alexandria, VA 22314
www.fccpt.org
(703) 684-8406

International Consultants of Delaware (ICD)
P. O. Box 88629
Philadelphia, PA 19101-8629
www.icdeval.com
Applicant inquiries (215) 222-8454 ext 603
Monday through Friday from 12:30 pm. to 3:30 p.m. Eastern Time

International Education Research Foundation, Inc. (IERF)
Post Office Box 3665
Culver City, CA 90231
http://ierf.org/default.asp
(310) 258-9451

University of Texas at Austin Graduate & International Admissions Ctr
2608 Whitis Avenue
Austin, TX 78712
(515) 475-7409 Phone
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Email: ptboard@dhp.virginia.gov

Corie E. Tillman Wolf, J.D., Executive Director
Mira H. Mariano, PT, PhD, OCS, President
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